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ANNOUNCER : 
This is the hour for listening to inside information which Dr. 
Fred ¢, Howe: brings to ua each week, fresh from the vehtare point of 
his. office’ as Consumers’ Counsel of the Agricultural Adjustment Aa- 
ministration. He ensvers the pertinent questions which Mre. Josephine 
Tunkin Doggett aske him in behalf of the two million members of the 


General Federation of Women's Clubs of which she is Direetor of Research 
and Club Service. Their subject for disouscion today is simple: "What is 
lee Cream?" How any child could answer that one -= couldn't he, Dr. Howe? 
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URS. DOGGETT: Ayes Boy wee oe mo 4 sanad ‘ita wie wh "a 
c4.) © Mol ---Well, I'L] bite: What is this mysterious ingredient? 


Air eur, shows Se lak ooo we Sigity Ree Hoetet 

Air? diye Ge i@e Oreern authorities 16 waiet 
— ARE se ik Sites Ber 34 SRS fe ep on Ula hy 
ne Yess, Bite N 
Nabaire are constantly working on formulas which will beat up 


@ more nor less then. the air we breathe. Some ice 


sufficiently, to.maee mere frozen iee cream out of leas of the original “»- 
} — sateteininadaatad Pedkc the, Ami nla Soo’ s owigh As shen ite 


» BOWE: ee et tr weey 
, (Mea,ceither, maze: er less according: to the kind. you buys Of course 


ope’ 


are, iee ‘ereans. that. have geod. deal less. aire: And: the Government " 


<r 
i Zi 


experts are willing: Fo, approve: ice ereans with,ancelt content.es high-es 
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instead of ice cream. 
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general consuming public, or whether you are aiming only to protect your 


own family’s interest. You've daiseovered for yourself already that 


sonal problem by weighing your ice cream and 


eomparing weights and prices till you find out which lee cream gives you 


you can solve your own per 
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But.Dr. Howe, I'm not going’to leave it on reeord that I’m only 
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fod We 166 eréet end frdded dudes tididtey naling up eden for hearing. 
‘As it stands now, it would ellew'sn ive cream with almost seventy per cent 
‘airy Of course it isn't likely “thet eputable manufacturers would make an 
ie ereem like that, but still, “a good deal more air then is right could 
get to the market in the G@isevise of iee ere:m under the code as now drawn. 
That would mean much less milk solids per quart of the airy ise ¢ream than 
@ mother has « right to expect for her children when she pays for ice CreGlie 
| But can a mere consumer do anything ebout @ Sode? 


"You ean write or telegrach to’ the Gomsumers' Counsel, Agri¢ulturel 


Adjustment. Agministration,. which is representing édonsumers. in the hearings 


on this codé. 
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concentrate your fire om that one point of weight. Because moat of the 


other points of ice cream value are covered in 1oeal lews. ‘That is something 


for each women, oF club of consuming Women, to investigate in your own ; 


community, to make sure your children are sefe when they're eating ice cream. 
In a great many states ané cities there is 4 standard public health provision 


galling for the pasteurization of the whole ‘mix' -- thet is, for putting 


the ioe crea ingredients together and then bringing the whole thing up to a 
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oy WOT; it’s a aad fact, but in some cities it's not nearly ea. Fare 

as it if here in Wasbingtons ‘Here, mighty few firms ere willing to beke x: , 
“any chances ‘of*héving thet brand cofeskemé down im-bleckvand white after y, 
Vinei? names’ roy éveryone- to sees" It's safe vo say that. if aveensmer sees: «10 
‘@°PiPm Listed this say onee*--orcat the most, twice +>~ that, fimm's name * 
“will be’ etgraved “on Her brains’ And ner boyéott omethat fimmowilletest.as s+ 
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“Ac. 0OORR Writing 40 the Distriet Health Department, Washington, and asking 
for the Hiohthly Milk ald. Tee Cream meport, «For people listening in other 
Mpidees and under different health regulations the idea is to find out just 
what your regulations ‘are,/end how they exre-enforced. A women’s group in 
atiy 460n Gat bring sufficient pressuré to get-edtion on any standard health 

- provisiol. The trouble with most consumers is that they don't realize 

! the ix ‘6uni ‘atvigths-taaividually they are not so strong, -~ though their 

oe grocer end their druggist do pay more attention te the complaints of 
individuals ‘then the Individuals have any -{ae8 of ~~ but esa group, 
“@etemuined one definite program soe sess, oot Lorne 
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Right on the head as usual. 
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There's guother weepon wonen have nowadays that you havent mentioned, — 
Dre Howe. If we don't find ony commercial dee creams that cone’up-to snuff, \ ) 
We don't have to buy them. We ¢en make our own ice cream. Even if we don't al 
heve mechanical refrigerators where we ean pop in a tray of pure eream and \ 
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modern hand freezers don't mean a lot Of Holl womens) © 0 9 i Llows Ae 
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Gh, how well. I remeauber those backsbreaking hours when I wad a boy +~~- 
it seemed like a month instead of maybe-an:hour and a half of grinding © *°* 
away. But. when Mother took out that desher and I begen to lick off the 
rich eustardy frozen stuff my. troubles melted away with the ice creat’ -.. 
There you go ageim, Dr» Howe, making me hungry. 
Di. HOWRE. meek te wma ete” ata atae 
, i.did it on purvose. this: timey- Mrs) Doggett. It just happens that 
itve been spending the last hour in en fee eream factory «~-- 
oy, Doatt tell me----- 
TR. HOWE: : | 
_. «I @on't.meed to tell you. Here it is. Have you got some dishes 
‘i te around, .Mr,.Kimbell? Ifyou have, zet three of them out and 
start in on this fresh mango ice cream. 
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_-.,, 1 uses I can rise to an oecasion like this, all righte j6« 
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ments to »revent ever getting a black eye from the publie. The result 

is that they ‘are Yeednthe’ Wodele of setentiric cletiniiness. © Do you knows. 
there ave only six men working in this plant that makes:3,000 gallons of 

ice eream a dayt ‘The ingredients go their way from boing mechanically weighed 
ané out together, through ‘Hows er “pipes “into huge eontainers where the 'mix' 
is pasteurized. A reeording deviee shows exactly when the temperature arrives 
at the right soint. -It°woulé take prétty smart bacteria to: put anything» 

over on those shining Mofiste#s Of machinery. But you necdn't take any 

ehanees on that, You"can’ rind out*for sure by following the monthly ice 
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Here's your Ye crexa, Dr. Howe, And yours, Mr. Kinball. 
t. HOWE: 


Ané now for a practical exemple of ice cream consumption. 


MRS. pOGawrT: 


Mention Ten’ it good. I want to thank you, Dr. Howe, not 
iy for Vis ide ‘cxeiRi, But for the tips you've given ail of us on 


learning to be good lee cream consumers. 
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And I thank you too, Dr. Howe,” Ando we leave Dr. Howe, Consumerst 
counesl of the Agriéultwral s@juctment Administration, and Mrs. Josephine . 
junkin Doggett, Director of Research vena Club Service of the General Federation 
of Women's Cliibe, @njoying the fruits.of their tee cream investigation. Next 


woek they'll be back with you at this seme hour, © 
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Yes, if they can afford to pay for the privilege of fooling them- 
SelVeSes+.. Bub it's quite a gifferent sort of Joke on « mother who is 
trying to stretch a anall food Allowance to srovide for her children's 
food necds and still give then a treet once im o while....s.. 
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‘I quite realize thet, Dre ‘Howes ra not so frivolous about this 
se I sounded. I know women who went te indulge in ise cream without 
losing their figures ean eat water ices and sherbets and such. Whether 
there is room om the market for a dessert made of frozen fluff and flaver 
is beside the point. he point is thet people have a right to know that's 
what they're vidivh: * 
DR. Bown: “°° "* 

Spoken like a true consumer! 

sages ) But isn't there @ Jaw, Dr. Howe? I have an impression that ice eream 
has i contain a se of butter fat, like mili «<«.«~« 
PR. HOWE: 

ee. alk the states but Hew Mexico have laws that say ice 
cream ‘must heacidig minimus ing tha from & percent up te 14 percent butter fat. 
But that doesn't meet nett age Here's whet happens: The ice cream is 
mixed in its proper engerseatiaonee cence So much eondensed milk, se much 
orem, 80 meh suerose or corm our, #0 much flavoring, ond 20 ons.... 
So far, 10 geeks whe deatins-uy process comes after the mixing. That dilutes 
the whole quantity with eir, so that when you get the finished sroduet the 


amount of butter fat you get in a quart depends on the density: That is, 
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delivered in the Department of Agriculture period, Natio 


Home Hour, Tuesday, August 21, 1934 by a network of 50 agsociate NB 
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Well, there' no use trying to talk around the point today. | We 
may aSwell face the facts. ‘i “ 


The drought is bound to-affect food prices. Some of them Have 
already gone up, a little, and some of them are going to go up some more. 


Let's face the problem, but let's face only our problem. Let's 
not face a lot of mythical imaginary problems. — * ybitael 


Today I want to tell you just exactly what our problem iff as 
Consumerse And I want to tell you what your counsel in Washington is doing 
to help consumers avoid unnecessary punishment. oh 


The first thing to do is a don'te Dont believe everything you hear. 
Wild stories have been told and printed about this drought emergency. <A 
lot of rumors have been passed around. If we trusted to the impression 
those scare stories leave with us we would think prices Had already gone on 
a sky ride. And -they have not done that. Ina few minvites I'll tell you 
how much food prices have actually gone up, and why. 


. 7 
But right.now I want to urge my second suggestion on consumers: 
Follow all the official reports of your food situation. Information is 
your best weapon. And it's a weapon the Governmeyit is providing you. 


Remember, you have an official agency in the Government organized 
for your protection. Ye will keep you posted as to the actual facts 
about the movement of food supplies and prices. We will tell you over the 
radio, in the press, and by the way of the Consumers! Guide, which is a 
bi-weekly bulletin giving consumers the latest figures and facts and 
suggestions for consumer problems. You can get the Consumers! Guide-— 
free-- by writing in to my office --~ Consumers! Counsel, Agricultural 
Adjustment Administration, Washington. 


The Guide also will help you provide your families with all the 
necessary nutritional elements at lowest cost by substituting the plenteous 
and cheaper foods for ones of which there is a shortage. We are drawing 
on the scientific studies of the Bureau of Home Economics to provide con~ 
sumers with timely information on adapting your diet to the changing food 
situation. 


let me urge again that you follow these official suggestions for 
keeping your diet and your economy in balance. Avoid reducing your ex- 
penditures in the wrong places. Avoid doing yourselves and your children 
harm by miscalculations of food value. By all means take advantage of the 
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available information about comparative costs and nutritional values of the 
different foods. ’ sa ae: 7 ths Aislin te eigtare: 
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An informed consumer is a strong consumer. 


You are in a strong position, too, to resist profiteering raids if 
any occur. Information will help you to know an unwarranted price increase 
if and when you meet one. 


We are going to give you every help in judging the fairness of price 
Changes. We are going to do everything we can to develop intelligent buyer 
skepticism. te 


Then, when you have followed the first three suggestions -- that is, 
if you've refused to believe the scare stories and instead have followed 
carefully the official facts and adjusted your diet and your budget in 
accordance with the facts ~~ you will be ready to go on to - 


Suggestion Four: Send in complaints to my office when you‘have reason 
to believe a price advance ig unfair. If your grocer or your butcher tells 
you that a boost in price is due to the drought when you feel sure from 
what you have learned from official reports that there is: no excuse for 
that increase, then write to your Consumers! Counsel, Agricultural 
Adjustment Administration, Washington, and tell us about it. 


We can then make an investigation of this price increase and see 
whether or not it is justified. If it Ls,,.We!l) tellovou.sos sitwitece 
not, we can get our big guns trained on the right spot in the enemy's line. 


Here in Washington, we are already inviting food merchants to get 
together with us and tell us their side of any food price problems that 
develop. We expect the same kind of cooperation we received last yearwhen 
we worked with the Washington merchants to check the use of the processing 
tax as an alibi for unjustified rises in prices of cotton goods here in the 
local department stores. 


We demonstrated then that we could keep a curbing hand on prices by 
informative publicity. We analysed changes in bread prices too -—- in re- 
lation to changes in costs of ingredients -- and we made public the facts 
showing which changes were and which were not Justified, The majority of — 
bakers cooperated with the Government and for nearly twelve months the 
price of bread has changed in close correspondence with changes in the 
price of bread ingredients and labor. 


But, after all, the chief defense against profiteering is the con- 
sumer who demands to be shown why he should be charged more for some pro- 
duct. We want every consumer to be a price-questioner. 


Now I promised I'd tell you exactly how food prices really have 
changed. 


It's now three months since drought conditions started to foreshadow. 
a rise in food prices. Here's what has actually happened to food prices 
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in those three months. From the last part ‘of April, until the last day of - 
July, food prices went up an average of three sabia That's an average | 
for 51 cities throughout the sci si 


Of course, there was not a pe la rise all over the country. For 
instance, cities in the South Atlantic states showed an average drop of four 
percent. The greatest increase was in the western states -- three and 
seven-tenths percent; in other states the increase was just about the same 
as the average for the country. 


All food prices did not change in the same way, Meats went up most -- 
a little over six and a half percent. Dairy products took a jump of two 
and six-tenths percent; cereals, three and five-tenths percente But there 
was an average drop of two-tenths of one percent in the prices of all other 
foods reported by the Bureau of Labor Statistics. 


We will have newer figures soon. The ones I've given only take us 
up to July 31. We have heard a good many rumors of more pronounced in- 
creases since the 3lst of July, and no doubt they have lifted a little. 
But we may find our cold black and white figures will take some of the 
scare out of the reports. 


One encouraging thing: Costs of preparing and marketing -- that 
is, the 'spread' between farm prices and city retail prices -~- does not 
seem to have gone up any. more than enough to cover the increased wages, 
materials, and processing taxes. In other words, farmers and workers 
have received most of the extra money consumers have paid. 


Now let's take a typical family's supply of fourteen major foods 
for oné month. In April this supply cost a family $17.85. At the end of 
July it cost them $18.26. Fifty-one cents more, in the three months. 
Processing and distribution took fourteen of that fifty-one cents. All 
the rest went to the farmer. 


But farmers are still getting only a little over a third of the con- 
sumer's food dollar. From 1924 to 1929 they received almost half. We are 
trying to send a fair share of the consumer's dollar back to the farmers. 
We urge consumers to help with this problem by questioning any marked in- 
crease in retail price which is out of line with the advances in the price 
farmers get for the raw material in that food or increases in wages to 
the men and women who work in bringing that food to your table. 


Now finally I want to remind you again of the things that you may do 
to solve your consumer problems in the next few months. 


First, don't believe scare stories about sky rides in food prices. 
Most of these are wild rumors. They don't jibe with the facts now on record. 
Don't be stampeded and become vulnerable to possible profiteering. 


Second, keep posted. We are going to help you. We will keep you 
informed by the press, by radio, and by the Consumers! Guide, as to your 
true position as consumers. 


me ee 


Third, make adjustments in your diet and in your budget ‘to meet the 
changing situation ey ORME ale it from official sources. © 


Fourth, question all price advange! that | seem unjuaeedea in the 
light of official information as to supply, price to farmer, and so forth. 
Send these complaints in to the office of the’ Consumers! Counsel, Agricul- 
tural Adjustment Administration, Washington. . 


We are working from this end i defeat unwarranted price advances, 
and consumers can help by becoming informed, knowing purchasers and price- 
questioners. 
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THE CONSUMER AND THE DROUGHT -: 
A radio talk by Dr. Frederic C. Howe, Consumers! Counsel, A.A.A., 


Home Hour, Tuesday, August 21, 1934 ki a PRS Ons of 50 sinc eee NBC {2 
stations. | | ian ie 
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Well, there' no use trying to talk around the point today. We W3 
may as- well face the. facts. . 


The drought is bound to affect food prices. Some of them have 
already gone up, a little, and some of them are going to go up some more. 


Let's face the Bab ieins ae let's face only our PED as Let's 
not face a lot of mythical imaginary problems. : 


Today I want to tell you just exactly what our problem is as 
consumerse And I want to tell you what your counsel in Washington is doing 
to help consumers avoid unnecessary punishment. 


The first thing to do is a:don't. Dont believe everything you hear. 
Wild stories have been told and-printed about this drought emergency. <A 
lot of rumors have been passed around. If we trusted to the impression 
those scare stories leave with us we would think prices had already gone on 
a sky ride. And they have not done.that. In a few minvites I'1l tell you 
how much food prices have actually gone-up, and why. 

But right now I want to urge my second suggestion on consumers: 
Follow all the official reports of your food situation. Information is 
your, best weapon. And it's a weapon the Governmext is providing you. 


_ Remember, you have an official agency in the Government organized 
for your protection. Ye will keep you posted as to the actual facts 
about the movement of food supplies and prices. We will tell you over the 
radio, in the press, and by the way of the Consumers! Guide, which is a 
bi-weekly bulletin giving consumers the latest figures and facts and 
suggestions for consumer problems. You can get the Consumers! Guide-- 
free-— by writing in to my office -- Consumers! Counsel, Agricultural 
Adjustment Administration, Washington, 


The Guide also will help you provide your families with all the 
necessary nutritional elements at lowest cost by substituting the plenteous 
and cheaper foods for. ones of which there is a shortage. We are drawing 
on the scientific studies of the Bureau of Home Economics to provide con— ° 
sumers with timely information on adapting your diet to the changing food 
situation. 


Let me urge again that you follow these official suggestions for 
keeping your diet and your economy in balance. Avoid reducing your ex- 
penditures in the wrong places. Avoid doing yourselves and your children 
harm by miscalculations of food value. By all means take advantage of the 
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available information about comparative costs and nutritional values of the 
different foods. 


An informed consumer is a strong consumer. 


You are in a strong position, too, to resist profiteering raids if 
any occurs Information will help you to know an unwarranted price increase 
if and when you meet one. 


We are going to give you every help in judging the fairness of price 
Changes. We are going to do everything we can to develop intelligent buyer 
skepticism. 


Then, when you have followed the first three suggestions -- that is, 
if you've refused to believe the scare stories and instead have followed 
carefully the official facts and adjusted your diet and your budget in 
accordance with the facts -- you will be ready to go on to - 


Suggestion Four: Send in complaints to my office when you have reason 
to believe a price advance is unfair. If your grocer or your butcher tells 
you that a boost in price is due to the drought when you feel sure from 
what you have learned from official reports that there is no excuse for 
that increase, then write to your Consumers' Counsel, Agricultural 
Adjustment Administration, Washington, and tell us about it. 


We can then make an investigation of this price increase and see 
whether or not it is justified. If it is, Well tell you So. 4 Tie it. a5 
not, we can get our big’ guns trained on the right spot in the enemy's line. 


Here in Washington, we are already inviting food merchants to get 
together with us and tell us their side of any food price problems that 
develop. We expect the same kind of cooperation we received last yearwhen 
we worked with the Washington merchants to check the use of the processing 
tax as'an alibi for unjustified rises in prices of cotton goods here in the 
local department stores. 


We demonstrated then that we could keep a curbing hand on prices by 
informative publicity. We analysed changes in bread prices too -- in re- 
lation to changes in costs of ingredients -- and we made public the facts 
showing which changés were and which were not justified. The majority of 
bakers cooperated with the Government and for nearly twelve months the 
price of bread has changed in close correspondence with changes in the 
price of bread ingredients and labor. 


But, after all, the chief defense against profiteering is the con- 
sumer who demands to be shown why he should be charged more for some pro- 
duct. We want every consumer to be a price-questioner. 


Now I promised I'd tell you exactly how food prices really have 
changed. 


It's now three months since drought conditions started to foreshadow 
& rise in food prices. Here's what has actually happened to food prices 
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in those three months. From the last part of April, until the last day of 
July, food prices went up an average of three percent. That's an average 
for 51 cities throughout ther counsry Pree wh 


Of course, there was not a uniform rise all over the country. For 
instance, cities in the South Atlantic states showed an average drop of four 
percent. The greatest increase was in the western states -- three and 
seven-tenths percent; in’ other states the increase was just about the same 
as the average for the country. 


All food prices did not change in the same way. Meats went up most -+ 
a little over six and a half percent. Dairy products took a jump of two 
and six-tenths percent; cereals, three and five-tenths percente But there 
was an average drop of two-tenths of one percent in the prices of all other 
foods reported by the Bureau of Labor Statistics. 


We will have newer figures soon. The ones I've given only take us 
~up to July 31. We have heard a good many rumors of more pronounced in- 
creases since the 31st of July, and no doubt they have lifted a little. 
But we may find our cold black and white figures will take some of the 
scare out of the reports. 


One encouraging thing: Costs of preparing and marketing -~ that 
is, the 'spread' between farm prices and city retail prices -- does not 
seem to have gone up any. more than enough to cover the increased wages, 
materials, and processing taxes. In other words, farmers and workers 
have received most of the extra money consumers have paid. 


Now let's take a typical family's supply of fourteen major foods 
for one month. In April this supply cost a family $17.85. At the end of 
July it cost them $18.26. Fifty-one cents more, in the three months. 
Processing and distribution took fourteen of that fifty-one cents. All. 
the rest went to the farmer. 


But farmers are still getting only a little over a third of the con- 
sumer's food dollar. From 1924 to 1929 they received almost half. We are 
trying to send a fair share of the consumer's dollar back to the farmers. 
We urge consumers to help with this problem by questioning any marked in- 
crease in retail price which is out of line with the advances in the price 
farmers get for the raw material in that food or increases in wages to 
the men and women who work in bringing that food to your table. 


Now finally I want to remind you again of the things that you may do 
to solve your consumer problems in the next few months. 


First, don't believe scare stories about sky rides in food Prices. 
Most of these are wild rumors. They don't jibe with the facts now on record. 
Don't be stampeded and become vulnerable to possible profiteering. 


Second, keep posted. We are going to help you. We will keep you 
informed by the press, by radio, and by the Consumers! Guide, as to your 
true position as consumers. 
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Third, make adjustments in your diet and in your budget to meet the 
Changing situation as you learn it from official -sources. . 


Fourth, question all price ‘Aa eag ee, that seem sugnstagved. in the 
light of official information as to supply, price to farmer, and so forth. 
Send these complaints in to the.office of the Consumers! Coumaake Agricul- 
tural Adjustment AER SREB Washington. ; Hare 


We are working from thie. end to defeat unwarranted price eigeyicnin 
and consumers can help by becoming informed, knowing purchasers and price- 
questioners. 
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Dm 9 THE END OF BLINDFOLD BUYING 
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General Federation of Women's Clubs, broadcast on Friday, August 31, 1934, 
at 5:45 P.M., Eastern Standard Time, by the blue network of associated NBC 
Stations. 


EM 
ANNOUNCER: 


Now is the time for all good consumers to listen to inside information 
from their counsel in Washington. Dr. Tom Blaisdell, Acting Consumers! 


Counsel of the Agricultural Adjustment Administration, is giving us a big 


piece of news today. 


Dr. Blaisdell says that today's broadcast is a jubilee broadcast, 
celebrating a mighty important milestone on the road to a new deal for con- 
sumers. 


But I'll let Mrs. Josephine Junkin Doggett take the air with her 
questions by which she brings out information of vital use: to the two million 
members of the General Federation of Women's Clubs, for whom she is Director 
of Research and Club Servicees.e Okay, Mrs. Doggett. 


MRS. DOGGETT : 


What is this milestone, Dr. Blaisdell? Has one of your big campaigns 
gone over the top? I could name several of them I hope have been successful. 


DR. 3LAISDELL: 
Which ones are you thinking of, Mrs. Doggett: 
MRS. DOGGETT: 


Well, the most vital thing we could want as consumers, in these days 
of stretching food allowances, is some better yardsticks of value to help us 
measure the worth of foods offered us. Is it something about better pur- 
chasing information....? Something about grades and standardseecee? 

DR. BLAISDELL: 


i 


It most certainly is something about grades and standardse... 


MRS. DOGGETT: 


Well, I saw something the other day that made me feel good. There was 
a half-page advertisement in the paper announcing that the Sanitary chain of 
Stores here in Washington were going to sell only Government-graded certified 
eges. I thought of your office when I read it, because I remembered that 
broadcast last spring when Dr. Howe told us we must keep after our grocers to 
get Government graded cggseeee Is that what the celebration's about? 


(over) 


DR. BLAISDELL: 


That isn't what this celebration is about, but you're right..it is im- 
portant. That advertisement you're talking about is hanging in a prominent 
spot on the wall at our office. It caused a private celebration of our staff 
members when it came out. 


The reason that advertisement is important is this... It reflects a 
very significant trend in merchandising. It shows that merchants are beginning 
to realize that they can cash in on the consumer's desire to know what she's 
buying. Our jubilee today is on this same subject---only our newer news goes 
still farther. It's a red-letter-day for consumers. The Great Atlantic and 
Pacific Tea Company, the biggest unit of grocery distribution in the world... 
is now revising the labels on their own brands of the most important canned 
vegetables so that they will show consumers the quality grade, according to 
Government grade standards. 


MRS. DOGGETT: 


: 4 % va, 
That's the best news I've heard for a long time. Why it means that we 
won't have to buy in the dark any more, doesn't it? 


DR. BLAISDELL: 


Well, it isn't the end yet, but it is probably the beginning of the end 
of blindfold buying. 


MRS. DOGGETT: 


The A & P is big enough to mean a noticeable part of the canned goods 
of the country all.by iteelf, wan't. at? 


DR. BLAISDELL: 


It ise Ten per cent of the total pack of canned goods will be affected 
by this one move of the A& P. They have more than 15,000 outlets, you know. 


MRS. DOGGETT: 


Then if they start the ball rolling, the others will follow suit, won't 
they? 


DR. BLAISDELL: 

The Kroger chain has already made the same movee The others may in the 
near future. Mre Armin Riley, the Divisional Administrator responsible for 
the Canners' Code in NRA, is delighted with the cooperative attitude the grocery 
chain stores are showing nowadays. The U. S. Wholesale Grocers Association are 
Saving us. a lot of help toon. 


MRS. DOGGETTs: 


They won't even wait for a. code to specify informative labeling? 


DR. BLAISDELL: 


I think not. Certainly the chain storés haven't. When the canners! 
code came up for hearing last spring, all of us who represented consumer interest 
officially --~ and a good many who were just public spirited citizens -- put up 
a hot fight for standards and grades for consumers. Some of the canners them- 
selves were on our side and pointed out how it could work out to their own profit. 


But in spite of the united front on the consumers! side of the picture, 
the code went to the President without any real consumer provisions. The Presi- 
dent signed the Code, but he added an executive order. That order called for a 
committee to report in ninety days with recommendations for standard labeling 
by grades. 


The committee brought in its recommendations just recently, but they 
didn't go far enough. : ; 
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Another meeting was called. But in the meantime, these foresighted 
merchants stepped in and led the way. , 


MRS. DOGGETT: 


What canned vegetables will carry these new labels that indicate quality 
as well as weight of contents? ; 


DR. BLAISDELL: 

At first these four 'majority' vegetables for which the Secretary of 
Agriculture has already promulgated final grade standards: tomatoes, snap beans, 
two types of corn -- (cream style and whole kernel) and peas. 

MRS. DOGGETT: 
nd how will the labels read? 


DR, SLATSDELL: 


I understand they'll add to their usual labels the statement -- Grade A, 
Or Grode B, or Grade Ceese 


MRS. DOGGETTs 


Won't it be wonderful not to have to. flip'a coin to decide what can to 
buy! 


DR. BLAISDELL: 


But seriously, Mrs. Doggett, how do you select your canned goods? . What 
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do you:'go by! when you pick out one can rather than another? 
MRS. DOGCETT: 


Well, there's one thing I always do. That's to look at the 'net weigt! 
onthe label and make sure just how much I'm getting for my money. ‘The shapes 
of containers are so’deceptive that I've come to depend on that ‘net weight! 
absolutely. 
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But beyond that I haven't found any system yet. I guess I just use the 
trial and error method, but it's mostly error. When I get tired of one brand, 
I try another. 


DR. SLAISDELL: 


I wonder why you 'get tired! of a brand. Do you think it could be be- 
cause the quality went down? 


MRS. DOGGETT: 
It might be. I never thought of that. 
DR. ~LAISDELL: 


Vell, I think that's the story. You sce, a Home Economics club of women 
here in Washington, decided to test the canned goods on the market for them- 
selves, and find which kinds graded A end which kinds were the best value for 
the money, and so on. They tested several cans of each of the usual brands 
sold at all different types of stores, buying only one at a time. They used 
the Government methods of scoring. They discovered two rather startling things. 
One was, that the brand wasn't any dependable criterion of grade. Many brands 
were not always the same quality twice in succession. That may be the reason 
you 'got tired! of a brand. 


MRS. DOGGETT: 


Goodness. And even if brands were a guide to value, I'd still have a 
hard time finding the best brand. The shelves are full of cans and it would 
take a lifetime to try them all out. 


DR. BLAISDELL: 


lobody ever said a truer word. Do you know, they say that in March 1928 
there were three hundred different brands of pineapple on the market: one 
thousand brands of canned peaches; and one thousand brands of canned salmon. 

And for canned corn there were four thousand, five hundred brands. 


MRS. DOGGETT: 


That's almost unbelievable —-, But isn't the price of a can some indica- 
tion? 


DR. BLAISDELL: 


Price is even less help in deciding what grade canned goods ores ac- 
cording to results these women gote They figured the price per pound of con- 
“ents, and out of the forty-seven cans of peas they opened, they found that the 
three highest in price turned out to be third quality -- that is Grade Ce One 
that sold at a third-class price tested out as Grade A quality. And so on, 
right through the tests. 


MRS. DOGGETT; 


IT wonder, Dr. Blaisdell, why it took the men in the food trades so long 
to realize it would be good business to give us grade labels? 


DR. BLAISDELL: 


Some of them dids But ieee were a E004 many’ nobNeeelonse One was the 
investment the big advertisers have made in promoting their own brands~-- 


MRS. DOGGETT: 


Well, I can understand that, but still, if they have a real grade A 
product they would get the credit for it under standard labeling regulations. 


DR. BLAISDELL: 


Sut if they should pack a Grade C product they'd have to Label it as 
Grade C. 


MRS. DOGGETT: 
And »rice it to match! 
DR. BLAISDELL: 


‘One other objection is often raised to the idea of grade standards on 
labels. I think you can help me answer it. 


Mrs. Doggett, if you went into a shop and.saw three cans of peas on the 
shelf, all the same size, all the same brand --- one marked Grade A, at 20 cents: 


one marked Grade B, at 15 cents, and one at 10 cents, marked Grade C -—~ which 
one would you buy? 


MRS. DOGGETT: 

Well, it would depend on what I was going to use it for. If I were 
going to make soup --- say, or stew --- or if I had limits en what I could . 
spend for canned vegetables, I'd certainly buy Grade C. 
2m. BLAISDELL: 

I'm very glad to hear you say that. You've answered my question. You 
see, one of the main objections was this: Storekeepers said that if they sold 


Grade A, B, and C, no housewife would buy Grade C. 


MRS. DOGGHTT: 


Well, of course there may be many women who don't kmow what the grades 
mean. But they will learn. 


DR. BLAISDELL: 


ane anybody can subscribe -- without charge -- to the Consumers! Guide. 
It! eal give all subscribers these important buying facts. 


URS. DOGGETT: 


Yes, that should be a great way to help consumers make the most of 
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their new opportunity to buy canned goods by grade. I want to remind every- 
body that you can get the Consumers! Guide regularly, free, just by senting 

in your name and address to the Consumers! Counsel, Agricultural Adjustment 

Administration, Washington.... But, Dr. Blaisdéll, perhaps you ought to go 

into detail right here and now, about what the differences are between the: 

grades of canned goods. It's true, isn't it, that there's no difference in 

the food value? ae '> 


DR. BLAISDELL: 


None at all. In fact, the Grade C peas may have a slight edge on the 
Grade A, from the point of view of nutrition, because they are bigger and per- 
haps older. But there isn't much difference either way. 


MRS. DOGGETT: 


What exactly does make a Grade A can of peas --- Grade A? 


DR. BLAISDELL: 


Well, they're graded on these counts: Tenderness, 35 points, flavor, 
29 points, clearness of liquor and absence of defects, each Lifttveen, and) aar— 
formity of size and color, ten. That totals up to one hundred, for a periect 
can of peas. Grade A must score 90 points or over: Grade B, between 90 and 
75; Grade C ranges down to sixty points. But you see none of these counts 
have anything to do with food value. | phe ye et 


MRS. DOGGETT: 


So if I can dress Grade C peas up to make them go down easily, Tie 
nothing to apologize for---- jae 


DR. BLAISDELL: 


Absolutely not. In fact, you-have renson,.to be proud ‘of your skill if 
you can set some other vital food element into the budget with the difference 
that you save on Grade C vegetables. etna 
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MRS. DOGGETT: 


Dr. Blaisdell, I don't suppose dietetics is your field, and I don’t 
like to pin you down to trivial details, but couldn't you sketch a few sug- 
gestions of the ways you can use these lower gerade vegetables just as well 
as the higher grades? 


DR. BLAISDELL: 


I don't think that's trivial at all. I think it's vastly important. 
With everybody trying to shave off the corners of the food budget, I want to 
be just as emphatic as I can possibly be in urging that you do this paring 
‘as much as you can in places where you ‘don't reduce the food value. I want 
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you all to find out where you can substitute low-cost food from big suppiies 
for the scarce, high-cost’ foods, but I want you to be sure that you think of 
nutrition when you plan your diet. So I studied Un TOr “that question. I got 
a list from the Bureau of Home Hconomics, of dishes where Grade ie vegetables 
could be used just as well as Grade A. Here they arees's+s 
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MRS. DOGGETT 
Oh, goods... I know everybody listening will want to make notes of 


tais. So let's oll get pencil and paper... All right, Dr. Blaisdell. Go 
ahead. ee ais ee 


DR. BLAISDELL: 


. You can use Grade © canned peas in these dishes: Souffle.... soup....- 
croquettes.... vegetables loaf. 


MRS. DOGGETT 
Those must be appetizing. . It makes me hungry just to hear. their nomes. 


How about corn? 
DR. BLAISDELL 


here's corn fritters, for one thing.... and corn pudding.... (and do 
mM ce And corn to stuff green peppers..-. And corn soup Gl sunpose 


corn chowder comes under that).... And in dumplings.... Now I ask you, is 
tasty assortment? 


MRS. DOGGETT 


I had forgotten you. could do so much with canned corn. I supvose that 
applies to both styles --- cream style and whole-kernel? dy 4 


DR. BLA AISDELL 


Yes. And here's what you con do with Grade C canned tomatoes, You 
probably kmow this anyway. Use it for tomato sauces, and in soups and gouffles. 
And then stewed tomatoes baked with tonsted bread. Personally, I add some 
onion and green pepper and get a dish to set before a king. And then tomatoes 
with rice or macaroni, and meatse.«. 


MRS. DOGGHTT; ' 
Oh, yes, the things you can combine with tomatoes are endless. Tealeiis 
good stunt for making a little meat go a long way. And counting in the health 


weidue of tomatoes, they're a great comfort to a troubled caterers... Now what 
about Grade C canned string beans? ‘ata 


DR. BLAISDELL: 


Or what they call 'snap' beans.... Well, in salad with other vegetables, 


pi <1 


and creamed string beans on toast, and in vegetable loaf, ang in the form of 
puree... Well, you'd be surprised. Just try. these. on Re sg CHD) COGES MOGs « 


MRS. DOGGETT: 


I hope everybody else has taken all these tips down, too. I think 
they'll start our imaginations working to invent dishes where we can use those 
Grade C vegetables to build a Sigil aaa food: reer 


DR. BLAISDELL: 


Well, I'm glad of your assurance that women will make use of Grade C, 
Mrs. Doggett, becuase, if you're right, it removes nt last objection to using 
the Grades AGS. onde ; 
Personally, I believe in women's sense of Hanes. I don't think false 
pride would stop a good home-maker from sensible buying if she’ had a chance to 
buy sensibly. 


I'm not alone in thinking that either. A business magazine, called the 
"Canning Trade", has an editorial in this month's issue, saying the same thing 
in favor of standards. 

"Don't fool yourself," this article says. "These little housewives are 


not dumb. They are used to buying 'seconds', and they know how to 2radegem >> 
given any kind of a marker to go by." ” 


MRS. DOGGETT;: 
Well, they're right. 


Dr. Blaisdell, before we stop this talk about Sete goods, I want to 
ask you a question that's been troubling me all week. 


Certain grovery advertisements I've seen lately have urged that we stock 
up on canned eae meee a coming BON ’ 


Now, is tat ‘a ae pussestagn! 
DR. BLAISDELL: 

I don't think so. From our reports in the Department of Agriculture. 
there is no shortage of canned vegetables. The figures for this year's ‘pack! 
are sixteen percent over last year's. So I don't see what Sai steele they 


have for scaring people about shortage. -Do ‘the advertisements you've seen. 
offer a quantity price for this cae eee Se 


MRS. DOGGETT: 


I couldzi't see any special bargain about it. 
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DR. BLAISDELL: 


In that case I'd register a definite kick with the grocer. Consumers 
should demand quantity prices when buying in quantity. Remember that if you 
buy in the quantities the Grocer does, you are entitled to go right around 
to the wholesalers! and buy at the prices he does. Then you would notice a 
Saving. 


MRS. DOGGETT: 


Taank you,’ Dr. Blaisdell..;. Now, I'm going to remind you of the orom— 
ise Dr. Howe made us last week. He said he'd give us the late figures on food 
PILUCES ..4 6. 


DR. BLAISDELL: 
On, yes, I've zot tem all here, 


You remember what he told you last week. How the actual figures didn't 
bear out the wild rumors of rising prices that have been circulating around 
ever Since the drought threatened them over three months ago. He told you 
that prices in fifty-one cities across the country had risen only an average 
of three oer cent from the last part of April up until the end of July. 


Since then, this is what has happened. 


According to the Buresu of Labor Statistics, the average for food orices 
has taken a bigger Jump between July 31 and August 14 than for any two weelzs 
period in the last year. But that increase is only one and two tenths per cent, 
after all, and that is not as bad as the rumors we heard. Of course, some 
cities have gone up more than that, and some have gone down. But that's the 


‘aVerOZe. 


MRS. DOGGETT: 


Thenk you, Dr. Blaisdell. It'!e a marvelous feeling to know your office 
is working for us here in Washington. We know where we stand as consumers, . 
and we Inow that's a better position than it would be if you were not on the 
job e 


ANNOUNCER: 

And thank you, Mrs. Doggett.... You have just been listening to 
Mrs. Josenhine Junkin Doggett, Director of Research and Club service of the 
General Federation of Women's Clubs, asking the questions that brought out 
inside information from Dr. Tom Blaisdell, Acting Consumers! Counsel of the 
Agricultural Adjustment Administration. 


(Insert attached supplementary speech if necessary) 
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WHY CONSUMERS ~PAY MORE FOR PORK 
legiq tae? ET vane 


A radio ‘talk by Dre“Fred C, Howe, proadcast Wednes atl, 1B FS yin 
17, 1934, in: a) Department’ of Agrical nize period, Natio Damp ge ‘gone 


rc eet 


U. 8, a one 


, a don't need to tell the consumers in. this audienée that they are 
paying. more for pork than they did last year, or even than they did a few 
months; ago+.. My ain. in speaking. today is to point out to consumers somé of 


the reasons why -a “pound of pork chops should cost 28 cents now, as com 


pared with 24 cents in June. 


Consumers.want to know: What's behind this increase? Who's getting 
1%, Taq tefaint rr? 


“t tet try io indicate some answers to ‘those questions. 


First, let me say atte history of the. hog producing business since the 
War gives a cue to the reasons for today's increase in prices of pork. 
At the close of.the war we were selling pork. to the world. Our farmers 
pushed oroduction and the people of Europe who-had been on short rations of 
fats took more pork -~ for awhile. To be precise, for.as long as we would 
lend them the money to buy. But when we stopped lending, they started 
raising more hogs and slide Snag other fats. forlards 


That forced more and more of our, Poncens) ee production on the 
home market. Our farmers kept up. their production, for interest and tax . 
payments were pushing them. If the. price per, pound went. down, . lies simply 
raised more eis oat in order to meet their fixed operating costs 


The price was bound, to. So sea ze i ‘they forced more and more pork 


on the home market. It is a well-established fact that year after year the 


people of the United States spend just. about the’ same proportion of their 
income for pork. So if more pork is offered them, and income. does not 
raise, consumers pay less for each pound. If more pork is offered and 
income falls, consumers pay still.less per pounde 


The farmers. did offer more nowieathay. kept up production under the 
pressure of fixed charges, even though the foreign market. was shrinking. 
Not only did the farmers offer more pork, the consumers had less money to 
pay for it~ Therefore seg could pay very much less per Bhar 


By Jamary, 1933,. the, farmer. was sotbine $0, 68. per hundredweight 
DOr his oss s.1n 1926, hogs were selling at the farm at $10.90 per nundred 
weight. wn 
Obviously, how | growers: were Kaen ine thelr Dooles with red ink. 
They couldn't buy the. products of the factories. Unemployment grew, 
and the vicious spiral wound lower and Lowere - tunane eblie 


It was clear that the, buying power of the farmers could not be 
restored unless they were enabled to organize. and deal with the problem 
of matching supply and demand. Of course, they» also. mus t. have help in 


(over) 
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the way, of reducing the burden of fixed charges-- interest payments and 
taxes and so one Relief in, that direction is another story, I ‘Simply 
“note that it is being accomplished through ° the monetary ' ‘policy, the -* 
farm credit pfogram, and State efforts at tax reforme 


But returning to this matter of adjusting hog supplies —- 
it. was: not: a partisan issue in the blackest years of the depression- Both 
“major political parties recognized in» their, 1932 platforms. the necessity 
_-of doing this for the export crops. - The Agricul tural Adjustment Act 
set up machinery for hog farmers and other farmers to use in bringing: about 
adjustment as a necessary factor in national TeECOVELYe 


ne :The hog farmers' use of this machinery is one reason for the , 
reduction of surplus hog supplies that has contributed to. the wase ot 
pork prices- But weather conditions have played. an even larger part 
in adjusting supplies. 


Sapam) the story runs like this: 


In- 1933 bad growing weather caused a short corn crops): Thatiled 
farmers to plan reductions - in the following pig crops. But those.- 
reductions would not come in time to ease the burden placed on. hog = 
prices by the record supplies of hogs already. on hand. Prospects were’ - 
for terribly low prices if all the hogs were fed out to market weightse 
Using the powers of the Adjustment Act, at the request of hog growers, 
the Goverment stepped in and* bought pigs and sows in the fall of 1933, 
The edible portions’ of: the carcasses went to’ families on relief. further 

purchases ale dinigpesieirbiitig wit ase the winter, also. | on 


In the meantime, over a million farmers, had entered into contracts 
with the Government to cut’ the number of hogs/#ATSed by 25 percent, and the 
acreage of corn plantéd by 20 percent... “This was another application ‘of the 
powers granted by the Adjustment Act. It of course ‘reduced the size of the 
pig crop last spring’ ig this Ned we, ; 


dnd the great arowaitt of 1934 drastically oaieee ne * smount of 
feed available for farm animals. The drought made it necessary for 
farmers. in mary sections to sell off their hogs at lig cht weights, because: 
feed was gone. It will probably ‘cut down the weight of the Bria er number 
of hogs going to scene a tle the coming: months «. 


So eats: you have ‘ite complete history of the reduction in. the 
anount of pork that:is being and will bé offered to consumers. While the. 
supplies of pork were: being reduced, the incomes of consumers came up 
somewhat, so there was more money to spend for porke, Less pork was offered 
to see ST) Beste eae 8 they paid hig Sher prices for each pound. 


‘Boogie de smpplies® ‘and mioré ‘dollars to pay ‘for ence account for 
the higher price of pork per pounde 


Who. gets the grenter amount of money consumers pay: for each pound 
of pork? Well, it seems that the farmer gets ‘the benefit. of the price 
increasee A year ‘ago, “in i cial 1933, 5% cents out of each consumer 


~ge 


dollar spent for the products from 100 pounds of live hog went to farmers. 
Now the share taken by processors and distributors is only 39 cents. 
Evidently the farmer'sshare has increased. 


The farmer is getting, then, a major part of the increased amount 
paid for each pound of pork. Is that fair? It seems so to mew It is an 
line with the declared national volicy to help end the economic emergency 
by raising the buying power of farmers. It fits the dismal facts of our 
present economic order. 


Of course, some fine it difficult to understand why hog raisers 
should reduce production when millions want pork. On the other hand 
farmers find it diffiéult to understand why factories should close down 
or produce at less than full capacity when the farmer wants factory 
products. 


No one has suggested that factory workers continue to labor 
without pay. No one has suggested that factory owners continue to 
run their plants without return on the investment. 


So long as goods must be sold at a price; so long as their 
supply depends on the money -- and not the need or want —- people feel 
for them, farmers, like other business men, are forced to adjust their pro= 
duetion’ to the market, so they may get fair return for their labor and 
investmente 


In higher prices for pork, consumers are paying fermers fairly 
for their investment and labor. In turn, farmers should be able to pay 
their part of the city workers! return to fair income. That is the 
process of recovery. 
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